
 

 

William Blair Investment Management enhances EMD range with launch of Local Currency SICAV Fund 
 

 
LONDON – June 25, 2020 – William Blair Investment Management has today announced the launch of an 
Emerging Markets Debt Local Currency SICAV Fund to provide investors with exposure to the attractive 
opportunity set within emerging markets across the world. 
 
The new fund will invest in local currencies and local interest rates of emerging market countries, utilising 
bottom-up and top-down analysis to assess performance drivers across the Americas, Central and Eastern 
Europe, Asia, Africa and the Middle East and identify those securities able to deliver superior risk-adjusted 
returns. 
 
The fund is managed by Lewis Jones, Dan Wood, Yvette Babb and Johnny Chen, supported by a wider 
specialist emerging markets debt team, itself led by Marcelo Assalin, CFA, and Marco Ruijer, CFA. It follows 
the successful launch of an Emerging Markets Debt Hard Currency SICAV Fund in April 2020. 
 
The launch marks a further expansion of the suite of William Blair strategies available to European 
investors. As of 31 March 2020, the company manages USD 1.915 billion of assets across Global Leaders, 
Global Leaders SRI, US Small-Mid Cap Growth, US Small-Mid Cap Core, US All Cap Growth, Emerging 
Markets Growth, Emerging Markets Leaders, Emerging Markets Small Cap Growth, Dynamic Diversified 
Allocation, and Emerging Markets Debt Hard Currency SICAV vehicles. 
 
“Despite the recent COVID-19 pandemic, fundamentals within emerging market debt remain both very 
strong and underappreciated, creating an attractive entry point into the asset class and substantial 
investment opportunities,” said Marcelo Assalin, CFA, Head of Emerging Markets Debt at William Blair 
Investment Management. “With a considerable portion of the investible EMD universe trading below 
what we perceive to be fair value, there has rarely been such an attractive opportunity for long-term 
investors to benefit from exposure to these developing markets.” 
 
“We have seen significant interest from asset owners in our specialist emerging markets debt capabilities, 
and the launch of a local currency fund is therefore a natural extension to our existing offering,” said Tom 
Ross, Head of International Distribution at William Blair Investment Management. “We are pleased to 
further expand our well-established emerging markets franchise and provide investors with the 
opportunity to benefit from the experience and strong track record of our EMD team.” 
 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Tony Zimmer, William Blair 
Tel: +1 312 364 8611   Email: tzimmer@williamblair.com 
 
Matt Rogers, JPES Partners 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7520 7624   Email: matt.rogers@jpespartners.com  
 
 
About William Blair  
William Blair is the premier global boutique with expertise in investment banking, investment management, and 
private wealth management. We provide advisory services, strategies, and solutions to meet our clients' evolving 
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needs. As an independent and employee-owned firm, together with our strategic partners, we operate in more 
than 20 offices worldwide.* 
 
William Blair Investment Management is a premier global investment management boutique, with a sole focus on 
active management across equity, fixed income, currency and multi-asset strategies.  We are a U.N.-Supported 
Principles for Responsible Investment (PRI) Signatory, Tier-1 U.K. Stewardship Signatory, Investor Stewardship 
Group Member (Framework for U.S. Stewardship and Governance), and Signatory to the Japan and Korea 
Stewardship Codes. We work closely with private and public pension funds, insurance companies, endowments, 
foundations, and sovereign wealth funds, as well as financial advisors.  As of 31 March 2020, William Blair 
Investment Management manages $46.6 billion in assets.  
 
*Includes strategic partnerships with Allier Capital, BDA Partners, and Poalim Capital Markets 
 
Disclosure: This press release is for informational purposes only and does not, constitute, represent or form part of 
any offer, invitation or solicitation of an offer to purchase, otherwise acquire, subscribe for, sell or otherwise 
dispose of, any securities whether pursuant to this press release or otherwise. You should always obtain relevant, 
personal and specific professional advice before making any investment decision. The value of investments, and 
the income from them, may fall or rise and investors may get back less than they invested. Please consult the Fund 
documents and SICAV website for further information sicav.williamblair.com  
 

https://sicav.williamblair.com/default.fs

